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not surprising that the warrior tribesmen.* \vho prefer
to be soldiers rather than anything else on earth,
flocked to enlist They were clothed, fed, and paid;
they suffered no anxieties concerning their homes and
families; they were completely happy and bound by
the closest ties to their officers. There was and still is
a very marked resemblance between a tabor and an
Indian Army regiment, where everything depends on
the relations between officers and men
Another point—and one which an Englishman who
has served with native troops finds it hard to under-
stand—undoubtedly pleased them very much It is this
Twenty Spaniards serve in the ranks of each regiment,
an idea no doubt copied from the French Protectorate,
where a similar system is in force In most African
countries this would not, one imagines, work very well,
but m Spanish Morocco nearly all the inhabitants are
of Berber origin, and the Berber, who is sprung, so it
is said, from a common ancestry with the Celts, pos-
sesses almost a European outlook. The system may be
disliked in England, but no one can question its out-
standing success in a land where the people take readily
to European ways, and the poorest peasant possesses a
fine, free way with him and manners that would not
disgrace a king
Soon Spain possessed in her zone an admirable force
of some 10,000 regulares, which was with the exception
of the Foreign Legion easily the best disciplined, most
efficient and soldierly part of her army. In addition
there were the mehallas, or irregular levies of the kaids,
always ready to fight anything or anybody should need
arise. The tribes were contented indeed, but it would
be going too far to say they learned to like all Spaniards,
for their feeling towards the lazy, inefficient^ chattering

